
Page 6 | Co-Operator | April 2023 Page 7 | Co-Operator | April 2023Cook County Farm Bureau Cook County Farm Bureau

Choose Your Prize: February Word Search 
Choices include a $25 Beggar’s Pizza Gift Card, a $25 
Home Run Inn Gift Card, OR  *3 AMC Movie Tickets *AMC 
Yellow tickets not valid in California, New York & New 
Jersey. 

Complete the Word Search puzzle for your chance to win!  
Winners will be contacted by mail. 

MAIL TO:  
Cook Co. Farm Bureau 
Ag Adventures Word Search 
6438 Joliet Rd 
Countryside, IL 60525 

FAX TO: 708-579-6056 

EMAIL TO: FBCooperator@gmail.com 

Complete and submit an entry every month all in 2023 
and your name is automatically entered into an “End of 
Year” drawing for a gift basket full of ag themed goodies.      

Deadline is the 20th of each month. GOOD LUCK!

At the Cook 
County Farm 
Bureau, we 
celebrated 
National Ag 
Day (March 21) 
with two Ag Day 
events for third 
grade students: 
Ag Day South on 
March 16 at The 

Children’s Farm in Palos Park and 
Ag Day North on March 22 at Historic 
Wagner Farm in Glenview.

During both events, students rotated 
through eight different crop and 
livestock stations to learn more about 
agriculture. They learned about a 
variety of topics, including how bees 
make honey, the difference between 
beef and dairy cattle, what byproducts 
come from corn and soybeans, and 
how plants grow. They were also 
able to touch and pet farm animals, 
including chickens, horses, pigs, 
sheep, and cows. 

For many students, Ag Day is their 
first time visiting a working 

farm. Visiting a farm is a unique 
experience. While visiting a farm, 
you have the opportunity to learn 
where your food comes from; not the 
grocery store, but from hard work and 
time spent planting and harvesting 
crops and caring for livestock.

When interacting with students, the 
first question Ag in the Classroom 
(AITC) presenters ask them is, “What 
is agriculture?” Most students give an 
answer relating the word to farming, 
which can lead to other questions: 
what is a farm, what grows on a farm, 
what animals can you find on a farm? 
Many students relate agriculture 
and farming to Old MacDonald, 
pigs, and cows. We haven’t had one 
student relate the terms to science, 
technology, careers, drones, or robots. 
But we do teach about all of those 
topics during our AITC presentations!

The goal of our AITC program is to 
teach students – and people of every 
age – that agriculture is more than 
Old MacDonald and cows. The clothes 
we wear, the food we eat, the ethanol 
in the gasoline in our cars, even the 
soybean ink and paper used to print 
the Co-Operator – all of these things 
are agriculture. The more you know 
about agriculture, the more you’ll see 
its countless connections in daily life: 
the milk in your cereal, the cotton 
in dollar bills, the sheep’s wool in 
scarves, the honey made by bees.

An easy homework assignment for 
students is to have them go home, 
pick any item, and explain how it is 
connected to agriculture. By reading 
and doing research, they are able 
to follow the item’s 
agricultural 

connections from farm to table to 
create a drawing or write a story 
about that journey.

Ag Day is so much more than a 
holiday on a calendar; it is the 
opportunity to celebrate and 
recognize the importance of 
agriculture every day of the year. 
Even if you missed celebrating 
National Ag Day, make today and 
every day Ag Day, because agriculture 
is a part of your life today and every 
day. Happy Ag Day!

Katrina can be reached at 
aitc@cookcfb.org.

Planting Seeds

Katrina J.E. Milton

By Katrina J.E. Milton, Director of Ag Literacy

April Word Search Last Month’s Winner: 
Brian Drake   

Almanac
April

Carrot
Corn

Farmers
Frost

Germination
Grow

Outside
Plant

Pumpkin
Seeds
Spring
Sprout

Soybean
Tomato
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AGRICULTURE ADVENTURES
FOR FAMILIES

AMELIA 
NIEDBALEC
Niedbalec will 
attend the 
University of 
Missouri with 
a major in 
Biology and will 
be exploring 

the field of agriculture. Amelia is the 
daughter of Mariusz Niedbalec of 
Mundelein.

ELIJAH FLOERKE 
Floerke attends Illinois 
State University and is 
majoring in Agribusiness. 
He plans to study abroad 
this summer in France 
to grow his knowledge of 
agriculture and to gain 
an understanding of the 

business side of ag. Elijah is the son of Jeff & 
Janelle Floerke of Orland Park.

MATTHEW SMITS
Smits attends Purdue 
University and plans to 
graduate from the College 
of Agriculture with a 
degree in Horticulture 
with a concentration 
in production and 
management. He hopes 

to expand and improve the productivity and 
efficiency of his family farm after he graduates. 
Matthew is the son of Carl & Debra Smits of 
Sauk Village.

The Cook County Farm Bureau Foundation was established by the Cook County Farm Bureau 
to carry out charitable, literary, and educational work in Agriculture. The Foundation Board 
established the Agricultural Scholarship Program to provide financial assistance to students 
pursuing education for agricultural careers and to encourage the best and brightest young 
minds to return to Agriculture as their chosen career.

The Board of Directors of the Cook County Farm Bureau Foundation has selected three 
individuals as recipients of the 2023 Scholarship Program. Elijah Floerke of Orland Park was 
awarded the Howard Paarlberg Excellence in Agriculture Scholarship. Receiving general 
farm and food scholarships were Matthew Smits of Sauk Village and Amelia Niedbalec of 
Mundelein. A total of $9,000 of scholarship funds were distributed. 

This scholarship is designed to 
honor Mr. Howard Paarlberg, the 
first President of the Foundation 
and President of the Farm Bureau 
for 16 years. The recipient of this 
scholarship carries the prestige of 
being the top-rated applicant and 
a greater financial reward for the 
individual.

CCFB Foundation Scholar Winners Announced

Howard Paarlberg Excellence in Agriculture Scholarship Recipient

General Agriculture Scholarship Recipients

On March 
8, 10 

educators virtually attended the PDCH 
workshop “Earth, Water, and Soil” on Zoom. 
The workshop, hosted by Cook County Farm 
Bureau’s Ag in the Classroom Program, 
was led by Ag Literacy Director Katrina 
Milton, pictured left, and featured a guest 
speaker, Soil Scientist Theresa Johnston, 
right. The workshop provided the educators 
with lesson plans and resources, including 
the free Ship-a-Kit Soil Kit, to integrate 
agricultural topics into their classrooms.

PDCH WORKSHOP

Answers: (1) Pumpkin, (2) Tomato, (3) Corn, (4) Soybean (5) Carrot

Name that Seed!
Can YOU correctly identify the type of seed 

shown in the picture? 

WORD BANK: SOYBEAN | PUMPKIN | CARROT | TOMATO | CORN

1

3

5

2

4

Germination is the phase of plant 
growth when the seed begins to sprout.Germination:

According to the Farmer’s Almanac, the average last spring 
frost for Countryside occurs on April 25, and the best time to 
start seeds outdoors is:

Radishes: Feb. 27 – March 21

Peas: March 14 – April 4

Spinach: March 14 – April 4

Carrots: March 21 – April 4

Chives: March 28 – April 4

Parsley: March 28 – April 11

Onions: March 28 – April 18

Turnips: March 28 – April 18

Parsnips: April 4 – April 25

Arugula: April 11 – April 25

Beets: April 11 – May 

Potatoes: April 18 – May 9

Cilantro: April 25 – May 9

Dill: April 25 – May 30

Green Beans: May 2 – May 23

Corn: May 9 – May 30

Okra: May 9 – May 23

Winter Squash: May 9 – June 6

Sweet Potatoes: May 16 – May 30AG DAY NORTH AND SOUTH

Blake Lanphier, the farm operations manager at Historic Wagner 
Farm and chair of the CCFB Young Leaders, teaches students about 
farm implements and the history of tractors during Ag Day North.

Students learn about redworms at the University of Illinois Master 
Gardeners’ station during Ag Day South at The Children’s Farm at 
The Center in Palos Park.
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