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Illinois farmers grow more pumpkins than
anywhere else in the world! In fact, they [}:G@w
grow 90-95% of the pumpkins used for
processing. Most of that processing takes @ ' kg @ @
place in Morton, lllinois — Mm@ ng W@Wo

The Pumpkin Capital of the World.

Whether you like baking, decorating or eating a
nutritious fruit, October is all about
pumpkins! It’s hard to pass a farm stand,
produce aisle or front yard without seeing
signs of pumpkins from now until
Thanksgiving. Why does this agriculture

. > Eni
commodity take center stage? Enjoy a glance Morton is home to Libby’s Pumpkin

and over 85% of the world’s canned
pumpkin is processed
there.

through this month’s adventure to learn some Pumpkin Seed:

All pumpkins start out as
seeds. With plenty of

facts and see how important lllinois is to the
whole pumpkin theme. &

@ @ i are PumpHing?

Pumpkins are members of the gourd family, which includes cucumbers, honeydew melons, cantaloupe,
watermelons and zucchini. These plants are native to Central America and Mexico, but now grow on all Pumpkin Blossom /J‘

sunlight and water, the
pumpkin seed grows

into a pumpkin vine.
)

continents except Antarctica. Pumpkins have been grown in North America for five thousand years. They are Pumpkins grow on a AN
vine. Through :

pollination, they start
by growing inside a
flower. Insects help

native to the western hemisphere. Pumpkins are grown primarily for processing with a small percentage grown
for ornamental sales through u-pick farms, farmers’ markets, and retail sales. Most pumpkins are processed into
canned pumpkin and canned pie mix. Processing pumpkins have a comparable size and shape of a watermelon
and a lighter colored shell. Pumpkins can range in size from less than one pound to more than 1,000 pounds.

pollinate pumpkin W)M
Miniature-sized pumpkins weigh less than one pound and typically are used for decorative purposes. Pie blossoms.
pumpkins come in many sizes. The five to ten pound pie pumpkin varieties are most often grown. Pumpkins in
the 10 to 25 pound range are primarily used for jack-o-lanterns and can also be used for processing. Pumpkins Mid Season Pumpkin:

above 25 pounds are called giant. Giant pumpkins typically range between 25 to 75 pounds.

S ;

Of pumpkin-related ‘
sales occur in Did You Know?
September, October,
and November.

After pollination,

a tiny green
pumpkin starts to
grow at the base

- .ﬁ

of the flower.
Over time, this

The largest pumpkin pie ever was baked
on September 25, 2010, and weighed in bud grows in size
at 3,699 pounds! It was 20 feet in

diameter. The pie was made with 1,212

and changes in color from green to yellow,

Pumpkin pie filling is the and finally to orange.

best-selling pumpkin
product on the market.
Pumpkin spice lattes come in
second, but can you guess what

comes in at a close third? _g
Pumpkin-flavored dog food!! b

Source: lllinois Ag in the Classroom

pounds of canned pumpkin, 233 dozen .
; Mature Pumpkin:
eggs, 109 gallons of evaporated milk,

Pumpkins are harvested
when they are a deep,
solid orange color and
the rind is hard.

525 pounds of sugar, 7 pounds of salt,
14.5 pounds of cinnamon and 3 pounds
of pumpkin pie spice.
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