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 36 month time frame
 No prohibitive products can be used during 

the 36 month process and beyond
 If non-organic seed is used, it must be 

untreated and non-GMO seed

- Check with your certifier to verify



- Their goal is to assist you along the way       
rather than conducting enforcement   
procedures only.



Obtain approval first before 
applying any inputs onto your 
land.



 Hire an experienced mentor or another 
successful organic farmer in your region for 
guidance.

- MOSES Mentor Program



 Prior Land Use (PLU) Affidavit

- Will need to be approved by your    
certifier before non-certified organic  
land is allowed for organic certification.









• Should finances allow, plant multiple cover crops 
during the transition period.

• If income is needed, focus on forage crops such as 
alfalfa/grass hay, oats, wheat, or soybeans.                           

- Monitor fertility levels closely when raising    
alfalfa





• Medium red clover frost-seeded into winter 
wheat

• Alfalfa/grass hay seeded together with oats

USING COVER CROPS FOR 
WEED CONTROL AND 

REDUCED TILLAGE





 Improved Weed Control
Two crops can more effectively use resources (light, 
water, nutrients), than one type of crop; therefore 
fewer resources are available for weeds.



Red clover seeded into a crop of winter wheat during late 
April.  Too late to frost-seed.



A close-up look at red clover cover crop shortly after wheat 
harvest



Expensive cover crops are typically drilled in 
order to save on seed cost.





NOP Definition of a Crop 
Rotation

The practice of alternating the annual crops 
grown on a specific field in a planned rotation 
of sequence, in successive crop years, so that 

crops of the same species or family are not 
grown repeatedly without interruption on the 

same field



 Fertility inputs

 Cover crops grown

 Slope of the land

 Soil conservation 
practices

 Diversity of crops 
grown in order to 
break weed & pest 
cycles



Most common rotation used on 
organic grain (no livestock) farms in 
the Great Lakes region:

Year # 1 Small Grain  – wheat, oats, 
barley, or spelt with a 
red clover c. c.

Year # 2 Corn – with a rye c. c.? 

Year # 3 Soybeans



Red clover cover crop shortly after oats harvest, along with 
corn planted after a one-year cash crop of alfalfa









Managing Cover Crops Profitably
3rd edition

Free download: www.sare.org



















• Purchase weed-free seed only
• Educate neighbors











“A healthy crop is my most important weed 
management tool.”

~Jim Monroe
Gratiot County, Michigan







Problem Weeds
a. Annuals
b. Perennials

1. Why are these weeds causing an issue?
2. What has worked in your attempts to 

manage this weed?
3. What has not worked in your attempts to 

manage this weed?
4. Other observations



Liberty Prairie Foundation – Nathan Aaberg
- Grayslake IL  (Lake County)
- Northeast IL FarmLink
- www.libertyprairie.org

Flanagan State Bank – Gridley IL
- Rich Ritter (Ag Lender)

Compeer Financial – IL, WI, MN
- Paul Dietman (844-426-6733)



Dave Campbell
5N056 Wooley Rd

Maple Park IL   60151
630-365-2019

630-244-5241   cell
LilyLakeOF@aol.com
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